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Steve was going to have a birthday
party. He asked all of his good friends to
come. His mother made a big cake for him.
She put eight candles on it.

Steve’s dog was in the house that day.
Soon Steve’s friends were at the door. The
dog began to bark. He was afraid of Steve’s
friends. Steve told his dog to go to his room.
Then the children began to play some
games.
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How learning hits home.

1. Have the student read the following story to you. Then take away the story so they can’t refer
to it later.

Steve was going to have a birthday party. He asked all of his good friends to come. His
mother made a big cake for him. She put eight candles on it.

Steve’s dog was in the house that day. Soon Steve’s friends were at the door. The dog
began to bark. He was afraid of Steve’s friends. Steve told his dog to go to his room. Then
the children began to play some games.

Mark dashes in the appropriate boxes for all the times they miss, add or mispronounce a word while
they are reading the story to you.

Missed words Added words Mispronounced words

How was their reading pace?

What was their tone?

2. Ask the following comprehension questions.
___ What was Steve going to have? (A party or a birthday party)
___Who did he invite? (His friends, or his good friends, or all of his good friends)
___ What did his mother make for him? (A cake, or a big cake, or a birthday cake)
___ What did his mother put on the cake? (Eight candles or some candles)
___ Where was Steve’s dog that day? (In the house)
___Who came to the door? (Steve’s friends or his friends)
___ What did the dog do? (He began to bark, or started barking)
___ Who was the dog afraid of? [Steve’s friends or the children]

___ What did Steve tell his dog to do? (To go to his room)

___ What did the children begin to do? (To play, or to play some games)
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